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Matthew 2:1-12



Matthew 2:1-2
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, 

during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 

"Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? 
We saw His star when it rose 

and have come to worship Him." . . .



Matthew 2:3-4
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, 

and all Jerusalem with him. 
When he had called together all the people's chief priests 

and teachers of the law, 
he asked them where the Messiah was to be born.

. . .



Matthew 2:5-7
"In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, 

"for this is what the prophet has written: 
"'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 

least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come 
a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them 
the exact time the star had appeared. . . .



Luke 8:17
For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, 
and nothing concealed 
that will not be known or brought out into the open.

Luke 12:2
There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed,

or hidden that will not be made known.
Matthew 10:26-27
"There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, 
or hidden that will not be made known. 

. . .



Matthew 2:8-10
He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully 

for the Child. As soon as you find Him, report to me, 
so that I too may go and worship Him." 

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, 
and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them 

until it stopped over the place where the Child was. 
When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. . . .



Matthew 2:11-12
On coming to the house, they saw the Child with His mother 

Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped Him. 
Then they opened their treasures and presented Him 

with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

. . .





Unbeknownst to most theologians, there was a fourth 
wiseman, who was turned away for bringing fruitcake.



Matthew 2:11-12
On coming to the house, they saw the Child with His mother 

Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped Him. 
Then they opened their treasures and presented Him 

with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, 

Hence the Dilemma of the Wise men . . .



Paul urged that…
1 Timothy 2:1-3

…petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be 
made for all people--for kings and all those in authority, 

that we may live peaceful and quiet lives 
in all godliness and holiness. 

This is good, and pleases God our Savior.
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. . .



Paul’s instruction to Christians living in Rome…

Romans 13:1-2
Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, 

for there is no authority except that 
which God has established. 

The authorities that exist have been established by God. 
Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority 

is rebelling against what God has instituted, 
and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.



Romans 13:6-7
This is also why you pay taxes, 

for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full 
time to governing. Give to everyone what you owe them: 

If you owe taxes, pay taxes; 
if revenue, then revenue; 
if respect, then respect; 

if honor, then honor.



1 Peter 2:13-14
Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake 

to every human authority: 
whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, 

or to governors, who are sent by him 
to punish those who do wrong 

and to commend those who do right.
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. . .



Peter and John Sanhedrin

Acts 4:19-20
"Which is right in God's eyes: 

to listen to you, or to Him? 
You be the judges! 

As for us, we cannot help speaking 
about what we have seen and heard."



Peter  
Acts 5:29

Peter and the other apostles replied: 
"We must obey God rather than human beings!”

Peter
Paul

Apostles
Many other disciples



O. T. Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego

Daniel 3:17-18
If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, 

the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, 
and He will deliver us from Your Majesty's hand. 
But even if He does not, we want you to know, 
Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods 
or worship the image of gold you have set up.“

Daniel – Lion’s Den



Psalm 2:10-11
Therefore, you kings, be wise; 

be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
Serve the LORD with fear 

and celebrate His rule with trembling.



Jesus
Matthew 22:21

"…give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, 
and to God what is God's."



Peter
1 Peter 2:17

Show proper respect to everyone, 
love the family of believers, 

fear God, 
honor the emperor.
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On coming to the house, they saw the Child with His mother 

Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped Him. 
Then they opened their treasures and presented Him 

with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, 

they returned to their country by another route.

. . .



When we are faced with the dilemma of obeying God 
or obeying man, may we do likewise. 

If we do, we too, will be known as wise men and women 
in the eyes of God.

. . .


